84                    ASPECT   OF  THE   COUNTRY.

struck me, in the first instance, was the great fer-
tility, and natural beauty of the surrounding coun-
try, which it was really painful to contrast with the
extreme ignorance and indolence of its inhabitants.
There is not, perhaps, a country under Heaven
more calculated to repay the exertions of industry,
from the richness and fertility of the soil; as also
from the flatness of the country, which would pre-
vent the soil from being carried away by the rains
when cleared of the bush. It is in my opinion far
more adapted for agricultural purposes than the
Sierra Leone side of the bay. Spices of almost
eveiy description grow naturally and in abundance ;
and it would require but little capital, with indus-
try, to make the soil produce sugar, coffee, tobacco,
and indigo in great plenty. In short, the produce
of the Boollam countiy might, without very great
labour be made to rival that of either our East or
West India possessions, in fact almost every article
imported into Great Britain from either is indige-
nous to this soil. The indolent and lazy natives,
however, cultivate little excepting rice. The arti-
cles procured from the British settlement at Sierra
Leone, such as fire-arms, gunpowder, tobacco, rum,
&c. are got in exchange for timber, and occasionally
labour.

" During my residence in Boollam, it frequently
struck me, that a British Settlement on the Bool-
lam coast would be highly desirable, say at Ma-
dina. For the reasons stated above, I am almost